Oral manifestations related to immunosuppression degree in HIV-positive children.
Oral manifestations often found in HIV-infected children are frequently the first clinical sign of the infection. This article aims to report the prevalence of oral manifestations in soft tissues and their relationship with the degree of immunosuppression in 80 HIV-infected patients (average age 6.30 +/- 3.32 years old) at the IPPMG-UFRJ. Thirty children (38%) presented some type of oral lesion and the percentage of CD4 was lower than that found in lesion-free children (p < 0.05); 22.5% presented candidiasis, 17.5% gingivitis, 8.8% enlargement of parotids, 1.3% herpes simplex and 1.3% hairy leukoplakia. Of the 30 children with lesions, 70% showed severe immunosuppression, 23.3% moderate immunosuppression and in only 6.7% was immunosuppression absent. Oral manifestations were directly related to the degree of immunosuppression and such lesions can be considered as indicators of the progression of the HIV infection in children.